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DEFRA and the RPA have released a list of grants which are available under the above scheme which replaces the old Farming and 

Forestr� �mprovement �cheme �FF�� !  �n this scheme" the #Animal Produc$vit� %ealth and &elfare 'rant( will fund such items as: 

 

∗ �ta$c handling and weighing s�stems for ca*le and sheep—which must include a fixed E�D reader and electronic weighing 

facili$es lin.ed to the E�D 

∗ Ac$vit� monitors to detect oestrus in suc.ler herds 

∗ Calving detectors �not cameras  

∗ Automated dair� cow lameness detec$on 

∗ Devices for on-farm anal�sis of livestoc. feedstuffs 
 

�n addi$on there are also slurr� applica$on grants and 2ED lights for livestoc. 

housing grants! 

 

For further informa$on we have created a lin. to the Countr�side Produc$vit� 

'rant �cheme on our website www!daleheadvetgroup!co!u. and on our 

Faceboo. page 

"B��g!�-i� ��w� ���’� l ��!" 

This is a comment heard recentl� and is a recurring theme during farm visits! Although there are benefits in disease control and 

breeding strategies of the closed herd; what can be done to ensure bought in animals are read� to wor. and last? 
 

�o �ou have seen the cow �ou li.e at the auc$on" she has good legs" a well a*ached udder" not too angular and moves well!   

&hat's next? 
 

D �� �f bir�!. &hilst an increase of 78.g bod�weight in dair� heifers will result in nearl� a thousand litres more in her first lacta$on" 

si9e isn't ever�thing! %eifers that calve for the first $me at two �ears old are more fer$le" last longer and cruciall� give more mil./

calves per �ear of life than older animals! This means the �ounger" the be*er as long as the si9e is right! A heifer calving for the first 

$me at three either grew slowl� due to disease or was di;cult to get in calf—either wa� she will be a problem! 
 

Di�� �� �� ���. As.ing <ues$ons about the health status of the farm" as well as the vaccina$on status of the cow is alwa�s 

worthwhile but is of most use if �ou can match up with �our own status! Animals that are free of all diseases that arrive at their new 

home and have to spend the next month figh$ng off a series of infec$ons will naturall� be slow to get going or worse! 
 

T!i�g� �� r�"�"b�r 

BVD fr�� and BVD � ��i� ��� are two different things! Animals from a free herd would re<uire vaccina$ng before entering a new 

vaccinated herd! =accina$ng a persistentl� infected �P�  animal will not stop it shedding virus or infec$ng the new herd! 

IBR is a herpes virus and so is onl� controlled" not cured b� vaccina$on! �f �ou are �>R free" bu�ing �>R vaccinated or un.nown ca*le 

ma� be a ver� expensive mista.e! 

J�!��'� Di�� �� ta.es 2-@ �ears to show signs in ca*le aAer infec$on and so bu�ing from accredited herds is the safest! Accredita$on 

can be achieved in as li*le as two �ears" so chec.ing how long the� have been accredited is useful! An�thing over five �ears is li.el� to 

be totall� free of the disease! 

Digi� l ��r" ��� is a ver� painful" infec$ous cause of lameness which" once brought into a herd will infect the land and be almost 

impossible to eradicate! As.ing about this disease is vital if �ou are free! Buaran$ning with three da�s an$bio$c footbath before 

entering the herd would be a sensible precau$on! 
 

�f �ou are bu�ing direct from farm it ma� be possible for us to tal. with the vendor(s vet �with their permission  and see how the 

ca*le will match up! 
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N�w ‘I�-3����’ 4 ���� b ���ri�l�g� T����g 
 

&hilst we have been able to perform individual cow soma$c cell counts and bacteriolog� on mas$$s samples in our 

prac$ce laborator� for several �ears" the new #V���r pi�( mas$$s diagnos$c test .it allows us to iden$f� the presence of 

the maCor bacterial causes of bovine mas$$s �Ecoli" �taph�lococcus aureus" �treptococcus uberis  within 2D to EF hours of 

receiving mas$$s samples! 
 

�ampling mas$$s cows prior to treatment and free9ing allows iden$fica$on and sensi$vit� tes$ng if the first treatment 

fails! Ta.ing mas$$s samples from five new high cell count cases and five chronic cell count cases allows a picture of the 

#bugs on farm(!  This ma� point a direc$on for control measures for 

example: 

∗ �taph aureus in the parlour 

∗ �trep uberis associated with pooling of pasture and gate wa�s 

∗ Klebsiella from wet sawdust 

∗ Ecoli associated with cleanliness of housing and straw �ards 

∗ >acillus and A!p�ogenes  lin.ed  with teat end damage from flies 

or parlour vacuum problems! 
 

�amples should be collected from new mas$$s cases before the� 

receive an� an$bio$c treatment �or from repeat cases at least two 

wee.s aAer their last an$bio$c treatment  in sterile sample bo*les!  A 

sheet detailing the correct sampling techni<ue is available from the 

surger� or on our website!  
 

�amples should be refrigerated if not bringing them to the surger� immediatel� and can be fro9en if the� are being retained 

for rou$ne screening! 

#B���l ’ - N�w BVD V ��i�� 

 

In$l now" all >=D vaccines have re<uired an ini$al course of two 

inCec$ons approximatel� four wee.s apart with either six monthl� or 

annual boosters!  �tudies have shown that on man� farms" the correct 

intervals between the two ini$al inCec$ons are not observed which will 

poten$all� compromise the e;cac� of the vaccina$on programme! 
 

B���l  is a completel� new live >=D vaccine which onl� re<uires a single 

intramuscular inCec$on to provide full immunit�!  This ma.es it much 

more straight forward to correctl� vaccinate and full� protect animals! A 

booster vaccina$on is recommended aAer J2 months!  
 

The onset of immunit� is three wee.s aAer vaccina$on and animals can 

be vaccinated from three months of age! The vaccine is ideall� suited for 

vaccina$ng heifers before turnout which are going to be served through the summer and for bought-in replacements!  The 

vaccine can also be used for whole herd boosters on farms which have alread� used another vaccine! B���l  is safe to use 

during pregnanc� and there is a nil-mil. and meat withdrawal period!  �t comes as a free9e dried pellet that re<uires 

recons$tu$ng before use and must be used within eight hours of mixing! >ovela is available in @ and 2@ dose vials! 
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daleheadvetgroup 

Check out our website 

www.daleheadvetgroup.co.uk for more 

information about caring for your pet, special 

offers, vet and staff profiles and much more! 
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�t might seem hard to believe at the moment" but turnout da� will be soon upon us! 

&hilst there are over J8 species of Nematode �Roundworm  parasites that can infect 

ca*le" the main three are : 
 

Lungworm: Of maCor importance in first-�ear gra9ing animals in the summer or earl� 

autumn" but we have also ���� �ig�� i�  ��l� � 5l� i��r� �i�gl� i� �!� l �� f�w �� r�! �n 

adults" clinical signs can be less obvious" with reduced mil. �ield and a drop in fer$lit� 

being more common than classic severe signs of #%us.(! The increase seen in lungworm 

over recent �ears seems to be a product of the reduced use of the vaccine" and a reliance 

on worming to control the disease! For long-term protec$ve immunit� to develop" these 

wormed animals need exposure to the parasite! �f this exposure doesn(t occur at 

su;cient levels" these animals will remain suscep$ble to lungworm infec$on if exposed 

to larval challenge in the future – be it later in the first gra9ing season" or subse<uent 

seasons" where the worming regime ma� not be as thorough! T!� ��l� r�li bl� w � �� 

i����� pr������� i""��i�� i� �� � ��i� ��! This avoids problems not onl� in the first 

gra9ing season but throughout the animal(s produc$ve life! 6� f r"� w!�r� � ��i� ��� 

! � b��� ���pp��, �r ��� ����  �  ll, i� ! � b��� �!�w� �! � i� i� � f� �� � ��i� �� 

pr�g� ��  �� l �� ��g  �i" l�. B��ili� 3��k� � is given b� mouth to animals over 8 

wee.s of age! Two doses are given D wee.s apart" and immunit� is developed b� 2 wee.s 

aAer the second dose! Even if �ou have stopped vaccina$ng a while ago" it is never too 

late to restart! 
 

Cooperia:�A �mall �ntes$ne worm" which is common in �oung ca*le and produces a lot of 

eggs" oAen showing as the highest contributor in worm egg counts" although less 

important as a cause of clinical signs! �mmunit� normall� develops rapidl� and is usuall� 

strong  b� the end of the first gra9ing season!  
 

Ostertagia:�This lives in the abomasum and is the gutworm of most clinical and economic 

significance! Considerable numbers of infec$ous larvae survive the winter on the pasture! 

�n the spring a large number of these will die out" and this" combined with the pasture 

growth dilu$ng the levels" means that the numbers of larvae on ��gr z�� pasture should 

be low b� Pune" and safe aAer mid-summer!  

 

� 5l� T�r���� 
 

Occasionall� the numbers of overwintering larvae remain high enough for long enough to 

cause signs in calves E-D wee.s aAer turnout in the spring! Qore normall� however these 

larvae infect stoc. at a level that does not produce signs" but allows them to develop to 

the egg- producing adult stage in enough numbers to contaminate the pasture later in 

the season! &ith the increase in temperatures as the season goes on" the $me ta.en for 

eggs to develop to infec$ous larvae reduces" resul$ng in a pea. of pasture contamina$on 

in Pul�" with clinical signs of diarrhoea and weight loss from Pul� to October �t�pe � 

disease ! 2arvae pic.ed up late in the season as the temperatures fall" become inhibited in 

the wall of the abomasum un$l late winter or earl� spring when development resumes 

resul$ng in clinical signs �t�pe �� disease ! Qortalit� is higher in these cases" and the scour 

can be intermi*ent with lac. of appe$te more of a feature than in t�pe � disease! 

�mmunit� to ��
������� ta.es longer to develop" usuall� ta.ing 2 gra9ing seasons! The 

immunit� that develops is not total" and adult animals can carr� <uite large numbers of 

worms which can in some cases cause clinical signs! 
 

A number of worming products and strategies are available for Nematode control! The 

protocol should be based on pasture management as well as strategic dosing and 

vaccina$on in the case of lungworm! All three of the main classes of wormer: 

#&hite( �>en9imida9oles  "#�ellow( �2evamisoles  and #clear( � Qacroc�clic 2actones -

�vomec" C�dec$n" Dectomax etc  are effec$ve" although the &hite and Clear classes are 

the most effec$ve against the inhibited larvae of t�pe �� ��
��������

�

 
 

Products include: 

B�l����: Two t�pes available both contain wormers from the >en9imida9ole group! 

�low release: Panacur – for animals of J88-E88.g prior to turnout providing up to @  

  months cover 

Pulse release: Autoworm First 'ra9er - for animals J88-D88.g prior to turnout"  

  provides 2J wee.s cover 

Autoworm Finisher:For animals J88-D88.g provides J@ wee.s cover 

 

I�j��� bl��  �� p��r-���: ���ese��ave�var�ing�lengt��o��a��on� 

�vomec$n based Pour-ons and 

inCec$ons should be 

administered E"8 and JE 

wee.s aAer turnout! 

C�dec$n and Dectomax inCec$ons 

and pour-ons given at 8-

J8 wee. intervals! 

C�dec$n J8R 2ong ac$ng inCec$on 

– 'iven in the base of 

the ear" it covers against 

��
�������and 

lungworm for J28 da�s! 
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Pasture levels of Ostertagia during the year. 

INFECTIOUS LARVAE = GREEN              

EGGS = RED 

L "bi�g Ti"� 

 

�o far this �ear onl� one sheep farmer has fallen asleep in the wai$ng room at the surger�" which is 

an improvement on the last couple of �ears �a reported three! !  2ambing $me has as usual been long 

and $ring and is onl� Cust star$ng for man�! The recent heav� rain hasn(t helped moods although an 

ever so slightl� greening of grassland has raised a hopeful e�ebrow! 
 

At the surger� we have been bus� with lambings da� and night with the usual trappings that go with 

lambing $me!  %owever" the one condi$on that has been no$ceabl� higher in prevalence this �ear 

has been #prolapses(! 
 

Prolapse is usuall� seen in the last three wee.s of pregnanc� in ewes carr�ing more than one lamb however" this is not alwa�s so!  
 

The exact cause is un.nown! �t seems to be hereditar�" so sheep that prolapse should be culled and 

gimmer lambs from these ewes should not be .ept for breeding!  Ear notching the sheep assures 

the� don(t escape being culled! 
 

Other suggested causes include: 

∗ Condi$on of ewe �too fat or too thin  

∗ 'ut fill and roughage  

∗ Calcium deficienc� 

∗ %ormone imbalance 

∗ �hort tail doc.ing �the tail should cover the vulva  

∗ Coughing 
 

The .e� to treatment is to k��p i� �l� � and r�pl �� i� q�i�kl�!  Dela� in replacement can cause 

swelling" di;cult� in urina$on and ul$matel� ma.e it harder to replace! 
 

Prolapse #spoons( and harnesses are available at the surger� to retain prolapses!   
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Pust a <uic. reminder that we now stoc. Dalehead Cos� Calf Cac.ets at £28!88 plus vat! The� are a 

ver� reasonabl� priced <ualit� calf Cac.et! 

&e have lots of farms now using the Cac.ets on pedigree beef calves" dair� heifer replacements 

and blac. and white bull calves �even we use one on our #Dalehead calf( here in the surger�—he 

needs all the help he can get!  The first few wee.s of life are the most important and three wee.s 

at an extra 8!2.g grown per da� results in the bull calves being sold off farm at @.g heavier �and a 

lot be*er loo.ing ! 

The long term benefits of <uic.er growth rates are be*er E>C=s on the bull and dam(s pedigree" more fer$le offspring" more 

profitable commercial suc.lers as well as more mil." longer life and more profit from dair� replacements! &e also offer a complete 

heifer rearing consultanc� service for £2@8!88 per 

�ear as well as one off visits to improve health" 

growth rates and profitabilit� of �our calf rearing 

enterprise! 

 

For more informa$on on our consultanc� service"  

to arrange a visit or to order an� Dalehead Cos� 

Calf Cac.ets"  

please ring the surger�  

on 8J729 82E@E8 


