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Nematodirus Risk in Young Lambs 
 

The Nematodirus parasite has a simple life-���le� �dult �orms �hi�h li�e i� the i�tes��es 

of sheep/lambs la� eggs that are deposited o� pasture i� fae�es� The Nematodirus eggs 

�ill o�l� hat�h out to release i�fe���e lar�ae a�er a period of �old �eather follo�ed b� 

�armer �eather �ith a�erage dail� temperatures abo�e 10®�� This �a� result i� a massi�e 

�halle�ge of i�fe���e lar�ae o� pasture i� the spri�g �he� �ou�g lambs" �hi�h ha�e �o 

resista��e to the parasite" start gra#i�g� $epe�di�g o� the �eather �o�di�o�s this  usuall� 

o��urs i� mid to late Ma�� 
 

��ute Nematodirus i�fe��o� �a� be a �ause of sudde� death but more o�e� results i� a profuse �ater� �ello�-

gree� s�our a�d ill thri�� The �o��er� is that the performa��e of �ou�g lambs that re�ei�e a� earl� seaso� �he�& i� 

gro�th due to Nematodirus ma� ha�e redu�ed gro�th rates for the rest of the 

gra#i�g seaso� due to i�tes��al damage� 
 

The Nematodirus ris& map o� the SCOPS website (����s�ops�org�u&) sho�s 

that the Nematodirus hat�hi�g seaso� is alread� i� progress i� most of the UK� 

Highest ris& fields are those gra#ed b� �ou�g lambs i� Ma�/Ju�e 2013 or 2014 

�hi�h �ould harbour da�gerous le�els of lar�ae par��ularl� if Nematodirus has 

bee� diag�osed i� the past� 

Poi�ts to remember i��lude: 

∗ Nematodirus �a� �ause �li�i�al s�mptoms i� lambs before the lar�ae the� are �arr�i�g ha�e matured i�to egg 

la�i�g adults" therefore fae�al egg �ou�ts from s�ouri�g lambs �a��ot be relied o� to diag�ose a�ute 

Nematodirus i�fe��o�� 
 

∗ Re-i�fe��o� �ith lar�ae �a� o��ur rapidl� if lambs are &ept o� the same pasture so that a se�o�d treatme�t 

ma� be �e�essar� a�er 4-10 da�s� 
 

∗ 5o��urre�t �o��idiosis i�fe��o� �ill lead to more se�ere disease a�d i��rease losses� 
 

∗ Nematodirus is the dose limi��g parasite for ma�� �ormers therefore u�der-dosi�g is �er� li&el� to result i� 

treatme�t failures� 
 

∗ On most farms white drenches (e.g. Albex or Rycoben" should remain the drug of choice for trea#ng 

Nematodirus. 
 

∗ No anthelmin#cs ha$e a %ersistent e&ect against Nematodirus. 
 

'or more informa#on about Nematodirus( to de$ise the most a%%ro%riate %arasite control %lan for your )ock  

or for a quote( %lease contact the surgery on 01729 823538 

Grass Tetany (staggers" in shee% 
 

6hile �e are s�ll �ai��g for the grass to gro�" there is a ris& of grass teta�� �here e�es a�d lambs are held up o� a 

bare pasture �ith suppleme�ta�o� a�d the� tur�ed o�to lush pasture �hi�h is lo� i� mag�esium a�d lo� i� fibre" 

resul��g i� a mar&ed �ha�ge i� diet�  

Sig�s of grass teta�� appear �er� rapidl� �ith tremors" �o��ulsio�s 

a�d rapid death� 

Pre�e��o� i��ludes e�suri�g e�es ha�e a dail� i�ta&e of mag�esium 

u��l the a�imals get a��ustomed to the �ha�ge i� diet� This is 

a�hie�ed b� offeri�g high-mag li�& bu�&ets" suppleme���g �ith 

�o��e�trates or the addi�o� of mag�esium to �ater� Mag�esium 

bullets �a� also be admi�istered�  

Treatme�t �ith sub�uta�eous mag�esium is a� op�o� but u�less 

treated �er� earl� a�er o�set of �li�i�al sig�s treatme�t ma� be 

u�su��essful�  
 

9or more i�forma�o� or ad�i�e regardi�g pre�e��o� or treatme�t" please gi�e us a �all o� 0142: ;23<3; 

 



T5 Tes#ng 

�s ma�� of �ou ma� be a�are" the �a� that go�er�me�t T= tes��g is admi�istered �a�o�all� �ha�ged o� 1
st

 Ma� 201<� The 

admi�istra�o� of tes��g is to be ha�dled b� a pri�ate �ompa��" &�o�� as a Deli$ery Partner ($P) rather tha� the APHA (or $E9R� as the� 

�ere pre�iousl� �alled) The �PH� �ill mai�tai� a� o�er�ie� of tes��g a�d the disease situa�o�� 

$alehead ?eteri�ar� @roup Atd are registered to T= test u�der this �e� admi�istra�o�" a�d therefore �ill automa��all� be i�stru�ted to 

test o� our o�� �lie�tBs farms� 9rom our �lie�tBs poi�t of �ie�" this reshuCe �ill �ha�ge �er� liDle� The mai� impli�a�o�s arise from the 

@o�er�me�t e�for�i�g a �umber of Eualit� �o�trol assura��es o� the $P� These are there to e�sure high sta�dards of tes��g" health a�d 

safet� a�d eF�ie��ies� 6he� a test is arra�ged" �e ha�e to �o�f� the deli�er� part�er i� suF�ie�t �me of the �me a�d date of the test" 

to allo� them the opportu�it� to aDe�d a �ertai� �umber of tests to audit the sta�dards me��o�ed abo�e� 

G� order for us to pla� eF�ie�tl�" a�d to pro�ide a��urate �mes for the tests" we need to be able to book tes#ng well in ad$ance( and 

obtain an es#mate of how long the test is likely to take� This �ill also allo� us to group tests i� �ertai� areas o� the same da�� Please also 

e�sure that there is the mea�s for us to �ash off a�d disi�fe�t at all of the sites �here �e ma� be tes��g a�d also that the handling 

facili#es are suitable and safe on all sites� 

T= tes��g i� some �rushes" ra�es a�d behi�d gates �a� be Euite ha#ardous for us� =ruised a�d bro&e� ha�ds a�d fi�gers are �ot a� 

u��ommo� o��urre��e amo�gst ?ets �hilst T= tes��g� Gt is importa�t that the a�imal is restrai�ed suitabl� a�d that �e �a� get good 

a��ess to the �e�& of the a�imal �ithout ha�i�g to rea�h bet�ee� bars or o�er gates� � �rush �ith a good " �or&i�g �o&e a�d side gate 

that allo�s a��ess o�er the �e�& is ideal� Gf �ou are i� doubt about the suitabilit� of fa�ili�es for tes��g" the� please spea& to o�e of the 

farm �et team before the test� 

/daleheadvetgroup 

Check out our website 

www.daleheadvetgroup.co.uk for more 

information about caring for your pet, special offers, May 2015  

Health Plans – Red Tractor 'arm Assurance 
 

Not e�er�bod� is a�are that it is �o� necessary to ha$e a $et re$iew of health %lans as %art of the farm assurance 

scheme�  Ma�� of the mil& bu�ers are also mo�i�g i� this dire��o� a�d are reEues��g more a�d more detailed pla�s� 

9arms �a� fail the i�spe��o� if  pla�s a�d the re�ie� are �ot i� pla�e� This is rele�a�t i� the dair�" beef and sheep 

se�tors�   G� all pla�s" there are se��o�s that are re�omme�ded a�d se��o�s that are a reEuireme�t� These eleme�ts 

reEuire us" as �our �ets" to re�ie� data from the farm – i��ludi�g lame�ess" mas��s et� as �ell as dis�ussi�g �ormi�g 

poli�ies a�d other health regimes� 
 

The �me �eeded b� the farmer to pro�ide the �ets �ith this i�forma�o� is �ot i��o�siderable a�d it is �ertai�l� more tha� a fi�e mi�ute 

Iob�  The �ets also �eed a substa��al amou�t of �me to re�ie� the i�forma�o� a�d �omplete the reports�  
 

6e are appeali�g to �ou to gi�e us at least a �ouple of �ee&s �o��e before the farm i�spe��o� so the �ets are �ot �or&i�g to a short 

deadli�e�  
 

These pla�s are �o� part of the farmi�g life a�d �e are happ� to �or& �ith �ou to ma&e it a useful a�d pai�less as possible pro�ess! 

6e feel that re�ie�i�g �our health strategies o� a regular basis �ill help �ou a�d the pra���e fo�us o� �our farmBs i�di�idual li�esto�& 

issues a�d allo� us to stre�gthe� �our eKis��g pra���es a�d ta�&le emergi�g problems� Gf �ou ha�e a�� Eueries or a� up�omi�g farm 

assura��e �isit—please �all us o� 0142: ;23<3; 

9ooooosi$e calfs::: (transla#on ; 9assi$e cal$es:" 
 

This seaso� �e ha�e �o��ed a� i��rease i� �al�i�g diF�ul�es due to big �al�es� There are a �umber of reaso�s  for this"  i��ludi�g the 

a�tual bod� si#e of the �alf" the �o�Bs o�� bod� �o�di�o� a�d/or her pel�i� si#e� 
 

Nutri�o�" espe�iall� duri�g the last fe� mo�ths of preg�a���" is a large fa�tor i� �o� =5S a�d �alf si#e� 6e suspe�t this has led to the 

i��reased �umber of large �al�es bor� this �ear�  Aast summer a�d ba�&e�d �as o�e of the best grass gro�i�g seaso�s for some �me a�d 

i� most �ases the �aDle �ere housed i� good bod� �o�di�o�� The� �ere the� fed the best silage made for a �hile� 6e are �ot �ishi�g for 

�orse �eather �o�di�o�s a�d �e are �ertai�l� �ot for u�der-feedi�g �o�s duri�g late preg�a���� There is �er� liDle to be a�hie�ed b� 

alteri�g the diet  at this poi�t� There is a lot of ge�e�� i�forma�o� a�ailable for the pedigree a�imal" espe�iall� i� the beef �orld" about 

�al�i�g ease� These E=? (es�mated breedi�g �alues) are �er� useful to �o�sider a�d a� eas� �al�i�g bull �ill �ertai�l� thro� smaller 

�al�es� Ho�e�er" the bull �a� o�l� i�Mue��e <0N of these ge�e��s as the �o� �o�tributes the other half� This �a� be problema��"  as Iust 

loo&i�g at the si#e of a �rossbred �o� �a� �ot predi�t the si#e of the �alf she �ould produ�e�  ��other �o�sidera�o�" espe�iall� if breedi�g 

heifer repla�eme�ts" is the heifer from a� eas� �al�i�g bull ma� not be a� eas� �al�er herself� $iffere�t measureme�ts for �al�i�g ease 

a�d mater�al �al�i�g ease �a� differ fairl� �idel� i� the same a�imal� Yes this does get com%licated: 
  

$iffere�t s�stems are �eeded for differe�t ge�e��s�  There is also resear�h bei�g do�e o� ge�e�� mar&ers for �al�i�g ease� This has the 

pote��al to �ause a lot of �o�tro�ers� a�d misi�forma�o��  

The �o�Bs pel�i� si#e is determi�ed b� ge�e��s� Gt is possible to measure the pel�i� spa�e i� a heifer a�d determi�e 

ho� big a �alf she is li&el� to be able to �al�e� 6e ha�e fou�d it surprisi�g �he�" o� eKami�i�g heifers" that the 

best gro�� a�imals are o�e� the o�es �ith the smallest pel�i� spa�es! 6e �ould all" o� reMeKio�" put the biggest 

heifers to the bull first�  
 

6e" at $alehead ?eteri�ar� @roup Atd" are able to pro�ide a pre-bulli�g �he�& o� heifers" measuri�g pel�i� si#e 

a�d assessi�g their maturit� a�d breedi�g pote��al� 
 

So i� summar�" to tr� to �ut do�� �o� a�d farmer trauma at �al�i�g �me i� terms of �al�i�g diF�ul�es" �e �eed 

to loo& at the ge�e��s of our �aDle" �at�h the �utri�o� of the mid to late preg�a�t �o� a�d do pre-bulli�g �he�&s 

o� the heifers� 6e �a� tal& to �ou i� depth about �our spe�ifi� reEuireme�ts" for more i�forma�o� or a�� Eueries" 

please gi�e us a �all o� 0142: ;23<3; 


