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Autumn Castrate Offer 

As usual throughout October and November we are   

o�er�ng a d�scount on stand�ng castra�ons �� �a�d �or at 

the �me�  

�or castra�ons done at �our own �ard or stable there w�ll 

be a d�scount o� 15% �lus �our usual v�s�t charge but �� the 

work �s done at our Equ�ne Cl�n�c at Rathmell there w�ll be 

a d�scount o� 20% and the benefit o� no v�s�t charge�  

 

Th�s o�er does not �nclude an� drugs �rescr�bed �or �ost 

castra�on care or tetanus an�to%�n�  

 

Please contact Kate, Sarah or 

Ruth at the surger� on       

01729 823538 to book an    

a��o�ntment or �or more     

�n�orma�on� 

Cushing’s Disease Free Lab Fees 
 

Ta)* Ab+ut Lamini,s is a na�onal 

�n��a�ve �rov�ded b� 2oehr�nger 

Ingelhe�m Vetmed�ca, to �m�rove 

awareness and understand�ng o� the real 

underl��ng causes o� lam�n��s� The� are o�er�ng �ree ACT5 

laborator� �ees to detect equ�ne cush�ng6s d�sease un�l 

October, to hel� ass�st earl� �den�fica�on o� lam�n��s 

�rone horses and �on�es� I� �ou �eel �our horse m�ght be at 

r�sk �rom cush�ng6s d�sease we recommend that �ou d�scuss 

th�s w�th one o� our vets�  

 

Should �ou then dec�de �our horse requ�res tes�ng and 

w�sh to take advantage o� th�s o�er �lease v�s�t 

---.ta)*ab+ut)amini,s./+.u* to cla�m �our voucher�*   
 

Please contact a member o� our equ�ne team �or more 

�n�orma�on on 01729 823538� 
 

*Only one voucher may be claimed per horse. Vouchers can only be used against 

lab fees for newly diagnosed cushing’s disease and not against follow up blood 

tests.  

4a//ina,+n Amnest5 M+nth 

Throughout O/t+ber �� �our 

horse starts a ne- vacc�na�on 

course, the 2nd vacc�na�on w�ll 

be g�ven free +f /harge - a saving 

+f £40.00. 

Please note that th�s o�er does 

not �nclude the first or th�rd 

vacc�na�on, nor does �t cover an� 

v�s�t �ees�  

5owever, �� �ou book the a��o�ntment on �our allocated 

rou�ne 9one v�s�t da� or br�ng �our horse �nto our equ�ne 

cl�n�c at Rathmell �ou w�ll  b��ass the v�s�t �ee� 

F+r m+re inf+rma,+n +r t+ b++* an a99+intment 9)ease 

/+nta/t the surger5 +n 01729 823538 

Staff Ne-s 

We are �leased to welcome on board a new member o� 

sta� th�s month� Clare Penter (2VetMed, MRCVS) jo�ns 

the equ�ne team hav�ng recentl� moved to the area �rom        

Cornwall�  

She qual�fied �rom Ro�al Veter�nar� College London �n 

2000 and has work �n m�%ed �rac�ce w�th an equ�ne   

b�as �n both Cornwall and Austral�a� Clare �s e%�er�enced 

�n all as�ects o� rou�ne equ�ne veter�nar� work,          

�nclud�ng field  surger�, anaesthes�a, lameness work-u�s,            

rad�ogra�h� and den�str��  

She owns �our horses and �on�es and �s a regular         

�ar�c��ant �n local shows and events� 

 



 

 

RAGWORT POISONING 
 

Ragwort �o�son�ng �s one o� the most common causes o� l�ver d�sease �n horses and 

�on�es �n the @K� Ragwort �s a tall �lant w�th �ellow Aowers� Its sc�en�fic name �s 

Senecio jacobea and �t conta�ns a �o�son (to%�n) wh�ch �s also �ound �n some other 

�lants, such as Lantana and some 5el�otro�es� The �o�son �s �ound �n var�able 

concentra�ons �n d��erent �arts o� the �lant and at d��erent stages o� �ts growth� The 

�lants are not �alatable and horses w�ll not usuall� eat them unless �asture �s heav�l� 

contam�nated or there �s l�Ble other �ood ava�lable� 5owever, the �o�son �s ver� 

stable and rema�ns to%�c even when the dr�ed �lant �s �ncor�orated �nto ha�� The 

most common cause o� ragwort �o�son�ng �s there�ore �rom chron�c (long-term) 

ea�ng o� ha� wh�ch �ncludes dr�ed ragwort� 

What are the signs +f rag-+rt 9+is+ning? @nless ver� large quan��es o� �resh �lants 

are eaten, the s�m�toms o� �o�son�ng are usuall� not seen un�l C weeks to D months 

aEer ea�ng the �lants, or some�mes even �ears later� Small doses o� the �o�son 

graduall� accumulate �n the horse6s l�ver where �t causes damage to the l�ver cells and 

subsequent scarr�ng, eventuall� caus�ng the l�ver to shr�nk �n s�9e� S�m�toms o� l�ver 

d�sease onl� develo� when the organ �s no longer able to com�ensate �or the loss o� 

�unc�onal �ssue� S�m�toms usuall� develo� qu�te suddenl�, although �n some horses 

and �on�es sl�ght �llness can �recede more severe s�m�toms� Earl� s�gns �nclude loss 

o� a��e�te, de�ress�on, d�arrhoea, we�ght loss and m�ld jaund�ce� More severe 

s�m�toms �nclude marked jaund�ce and colla�se or abnormal behav�our, wh�ch can 

range �rom �ro�ound de�ress�on to com�uls�ve walk�ng and �ress�ng the head aga�nst objects, e�g� walls, a��arent 

bl�ndness, �hotosens��9a�on (e%cess�ve sens��v�t� to sunl�ght) and convuls�ons� These behav�oural abnormal��es are 

caused b� to%�c e�ects on the horse6s bra�n (he�a�c ence�halo�ath�)� 

H+- is rag-+rt 9+is+ning diagn+sed and treated? The d�agnos�s o� ragwort �o�son�ng 

�s based on cl�n�cal s�gns and laborator� tests� A h�stor� o� �nges�on o� ragwort �s oEen 

unclear due to the �me la�se between �nges�on and the develo�ment o� cl�n�cal 

s�gns� Laborator� tests, �nclud�ng the measurement o� l�ver en9�mes, b�le ac�ds and 

b�l�rub�n levels �n the horse6s blood, confirm a d�agnos�s o� l�ver d�sease and assess the 

l�ver6s ab�l�t� to �unc�on� To confirm the d�agnos�s o� ragwort �o�son�ng, a l�ver b�o�s� 

�s requ�red to demonstrate the t���cal m�crosco��c abnormal��es (�atholog�)� I� these 

are not �ound, the b�o�s� ma� hel� to suggest other �oss�ble causes o� l�ver damage� 

�ollow-u� l�ver b�o�s�es hel� to mon�tor �rogress�on o� the cond��on �n horses 

rece�v�ng treatment �or ragwort �o�son�ng� 

As s�m�toms oEen onl� develo� late �n the course o� the d�sease, treatment �s rarel� success�ul �or severel� �o�soned 

horses, es�ec�all� those w�th behav�oural abnormal��es� �eed�ng a s�ec�al d�et to tr� to reduce the sever�t� o� nervous 

s�m�toms can hel� �n the short term �n some cases� The scar �ssue wh�ch develo�s �n the l�ver cannot be re�laced b� 

normal l�ver �ssue, but less severel� �o�soned horses can some�mes be hel�ed to com�ensate �or the�r loss o� l�ver �ssue� 

Other �n-contact horses should be e%am�ned �or s�gns o� �o�son�ng so that the� can rece�ve treatment and e%tra care� 2lood 

screen�ng tests �or l�ver damage and abnormal l�ver �unc�on are the first ste�s� 

H+- /an I 9revent rag-+rt 9+is+ning?  Ragwort �s a b�enn�al �lant� In the first �ear a 

AaFsh crown o� branched leaves �s �ormed� Th�s Aat crown �s �a�rl� res�stant to 

mow�ng and �s oEen not no�ced� In the second �ear �ellow Aowers are �roduced on 

stems wh�ch are u� to a��ro%�matel� 80 cm h�gh� An� �lants that are �ound should be 

�ulled u� b� the�r roots (alwa�s wear gloves as �t can be to%�c to humans v�a 

absor��on through the sk�n) and d�s�osed o� awa� �rom l�vestock� Go not leave cut or 

�ulled �lants �n the �addock or the� ma� be eaten when the� have dr�ed and are 

more �alatable� Plants on adjacent land should be removed to avo�d the s�read�ng o� 

seed back �nto �our �addocks� Alwa�s ensure that there �s adequate gra9�ng or 

alterna�ve �ood sources such as ha�, so that �our horse or �on� �s not tem�ted to eat 

an� ragwort wh�ch ma� have been m�ssed� 


